
Permanent Features
•	 Between 190 km to 230 km of an all season, two-

lane gravel road; 
•	 Bridges for river and stream crossings; and
•	 Culverts—engineered ditches—for water flow 

connections and to balance water levels. 

Temporary Features through Construction
•	 Areas to obtain construction materials like 

aggregates; and
•	 Temporary construction access roads, work 

areas and camps.

MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION 
ALL SEASON COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

MFFN has started a Provincial Environmental Assessment and Preliminary Design Study 
for the proposed Community Access Road.
Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) is a remote First Nation community in northern Ontario, located at the 
junction of the Albany and Ogoki rivers. MFFN has a winter access road but it isn’t reliable and makes 
transportation of goods and people difficult. All season road access connecting MFFN to the existing 
provincial highway network is needed to improve the well-being of the community.

Visioning Together
Planning for the Community Access Road is community-
led. This means that the MFFN community membership 
helps to develop solutions and advance decisions about the 
Community Access Road. MFFN—as the Proponent or owner 
of the Project—has formed a Project Team that includes MFFN 
community members and acts with guidance, direction and input 
from the MFFN Chief and Council, MFFN Community Member 
Advisors and MFFN membership.
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What is an Environmental Assessment?
A first step in planning the proposed Community Access Road is to complete a provincial (Ontario) 
environmental assessment and a Federal Impact Assessment. An environmental assessment will 
determine the preferred route and identify how the proposed Community Access Road may affect the 
social, cultural, economic, built and natural environments. To identify the route the road will follow and to 
understand how best to avoid and/ or minimize project impacts, data is collected, studies are conducted 
and people are consulted with. This work is just beginning and your input is important!

Imagining Community Access
The Community Access Road is currently at the conceptual stage—planning is ongoing. The proposed 
access road is anticipated to include the following features:

The Terms of Reference is a roadmap for planning and decision-making and is submitted to the Ontario 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) for a decision on whether MFFN can proceed 
with the next phase of the provincial environmental assessment process. The Terms of Reference 
outlines how the environmental assessment will be prepared, including what studies will be conducted, 
the process to identify and assess effects of the proposed access road and how people will be consulted. 
The draft Terms of Reference was recently available for comment and the MFFN Project Team is reviewing 
feedback and addressing comments, as needed, in the proposed Terms of Reference, expected to 
be published in Summer 2020. The draft Terms of Reference can be found on our website (www.
martenfallsaccessroad.ca).
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Phone: 1-800-764-9114 Email: info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca Web: www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca

A critical component of the environmental 
assessment is the integration of Indigenous 
Knowledge (IK) into planning and design. The 
collection and use of IK is sensitive and will be 
guided by the Indigenous Communities who 
participate. If your community has IK related 
to the Project area or if you would like more 
information on the IK program, please contact 
a member of our Project Team. 

Lawrence Baxter
Senior Community Advisor
Marten Falls First Nation

James McCutchon
Project Manager
AECOM

About the Federal Impact Assessment 
On November 29, 2019 the Impact Assessment 
Agency of Canada (IAAC) announced that the 
Community Access Road will require a federal 
Impact Assessment. Draft Tailored Impact 
Statement Guidelines and related Plans were 
released for public review and comment until 
January 28, 2020 and IAAC is working to finalize 
these documents in relation to the federal Impact 
Assessment Act process. The anticipated 
Notice of Commencement to start the Impact 
Assessment phase is expected to be announced 
by IAAC in late February 2020.  

Where Will the Community Access 
Road be Built?
A key step in the Terms of Reference process is 
identifying the alternative routes for the 
proposed Community Access Road. Alternative 
routes were identified by MFFN using information 
gathered during previous studies and through 
consultation; these were updated in 2019 to 
include the latest available information. 
Alternative 1 and Alternative 4 within the West 
Corridor will continue to be assessed and 
evaluated in the environmental assessment. 
Both of these potential routes start at Painter 
Lake Road and run north before turning eastward 
toward the MFFN community; roughly following 
the west/north side of the Albany River.

Get Involved
The Project Team welcomes your feedback. 
Please contact us at any time with questions or 
comments, or to schedule a meeting.  

We want to hear what you have to say.


